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Work by Moon Toomey '27, Fine Art. 

Upcoming Events   

April 7-11 Stress Relief Week - all daily details and signups below

April 7 Sourcing Art References Toolkit program 3:30-4:30 pm, Learning
Commons (see below)

April 8 Study Lounge, 6-9 pm, Learning Commons

April 9 Community Circles: Feeling Good Matters, 3:30-4:30 pm, Room 309, with
special guests from Student Affairs and Connect Counseling (see below)

April 10 Study Lounge, 6-9 pm, Learning Commons

http://www.pcad.edu/
http://www.pcad.edu/


April 11 Deadline to sign up to help at Commencement/Senior Show (see below)

April 13 Study Lounge, 4-7 pm, Learning Commons 

April 25 Spring Semester Ends

April 25 All-School Picnic, 2-5 pm, Long's Park (see below)

If you have news, an event, or an announcement you'd like to share, please
email Jen Kopf, at jkopf@pcad.edu.        

Sign up by Friday: Help with grad, Senior Show
PAID student opportunities are available May 2-4. The Office of the President needs
assistance with the 2025 Commencement and Senior Show events. Student assistants
will receive compensation the day of the event ($10 per hour) and a special T-shirt.
Training will be provided and is required for compensation. Contact Amy Gaston at
agaston@pcad.edu for more information. The deadline to sign up is this Friday, April
11.  

mailto:jkopf@pcad.edu?subject=An%20event%20to%20mention%20in%20the%20newsletter
mailto:agaston@pcad.edu


Ahhhh... Spring Stress Relief Week is here! 
Student Affairs' Stress Relief Week is here, just in time for a little yoga, massages,
therapy pets, free counseling sessions, and more! You can find the full week of free
events listed here, or check out the day-by-day schedule below: 

Monday, April 7: Free Yoga with Black Cat Yoga, 11:45 am to 12:30 pm, Atrium.
Sign up for yoga here -- no limit on attendance! Bring your own mat if you have
one. 
Monday, April 7: Connect Counseling free counseling service with Ashley
Ramsay on a first come, first served basis, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, CoLab/Quiet

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ehQ0iGrbdxfVkBVob4Db43qzEaNdZfaMnTmp0wuB5AQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://blackcatyogalititz.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AEA72CA7F4C25-48921560-stress#/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ashley-ramsay-lancaster-pa/1339624


Room.  
Tuesday, April 8: Free Yoga with Sharon Farley, 11:45 am to 12:30 pm, Atrium.
Sign up for yoga here -- no limit on attendance! Bring your own mat if you have
one. 
Tuesday, April 8: Connect Counseling free counseling service with Mahmood
Mohammad on a first come, first served basis, 6-8 pm, CoLab/Quiet Room.  
Wednesday, April 9: Self-Care Packages and Massages, 11 am to 2 pm, Atrium.
We'll have two professional massage therapists giving free 10-minute massages.
Sign up in advance here; they're first come, first served! We'll also have supplies
available for make-your-own care packages. 
Wednesday, April 9: Connect Counseling free counseling service with Ashley
Ramsay on a first come, first served basis, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, CoLab/Quiet
Room.  
Thursday, April 10: Puppies & Pizza, 11 am to 1 pm, Atrium and CoLab.
Volunteers are bringing their pups in for support! There will be two groups of dogs
in the Atrium, and pizza upstairs in the CoLab to keep food separate from the
doggos. 
Thursday, April 10: Connect Counseling free counseling service with Mariel
Castro Perez, on a first come, first served basis, 6-8 pm, CoLab/Quiet Room. 
Friday, April 11: Student Club events on campus
Friday, April 11: Connect Counseling free counseling service with Ashley
Ramsay on a first come, first served basis, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, CoLab/Quiet
Room.  
Friday, April 12: Pizza and a Miyazaki Movie Night, 2-5 pm, Atrium. We'll be
making mini pizzas to start and then watching a move in the Atrium! 

CCE hiring summer assistant; Thurs. deadline 
The College's Center for Creative Exploration is hiring a Young Artist Classroom
Assistant for the summer -- June 16 through Aug. 1 -- at $10/hour. Assistants serve as a
second set of hands for instructors and CCE staff for grades 1-9, working directly with
instructors to ensure courses and workshop students are able to complete their projects,
are able to understand the assignments and processes delivered by the instructor, and
assist the instructor with setup and cleanup before and after classes. Must be a currently
enrolled, full-time student. For a fuller job description, go here. To apply, go here. The
deadline to apply is this Thursday, April 10. 

New grant program for Pennsylvania residents
The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) will be administering a
new grant program for Pennsylvania residents called Grow PA Scholarship Grant
Program. It provides up to $5,000 annually in grants to those who participate in one of
over 460 majors.

There are numerous caveats, including a requirement to work in Pennsylvania after
graduation in an "in-demand occupation" for as many years as the grant is received; if

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AEA72CA7F4C25-48921560-stress#/
https://www.connectcounselingpa.com/staff/mahmood-mohammad/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AEA72CA7F4C25-56019235-stress#/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ashley-ramsay-lancaster-pa/1339624
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/mariel-castro-perez-lancaster-pa/1087741
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ashley-ramsay-lancaster-pa/1339624
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b44N8vFuVT3BXxufXDHlMCBGo30J3QgvRKUYPB8YFNo/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0WFih3oq_BNtwE8Ht2JzjfAwZbd3dqfFD96MiUtG377bjPg/viewform


that is not met, then the grant will retroactively turn into a loan that must be repaid to
PHEAA.

For a list of qualifying majors, in-demand occupations, and other criteria related to the
Grow PA Scholarship Grant Program, please click the following link:
https://www.pheaa.org/funding-opportunities/grow-pa-scholarship-grant-program

If you are a Pennsylvania resident and intend to remain in Pennsylvania after graduation
and work in one of the qualifying occupations, you're urged to apply for this.  Funds are
limited and will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information, contact PCA&D's Director of Financial Aid & Student Employment Vince
Frank at vfrank@pcad.edu.

Workshops: Source references/public domain
resources and commission scams
There are two more Spring Learning Commons Workshops, held with PCA&D Alumni
Mentor Joanna Becker. Each runs from 3:30-4:30 pm in the Learning Commons: 

TODAY April 7: Sourcing Art References -- Public Domain Resources. It can
be difficult to find the right kinds of reference material for your art. As our digital
world is becoming more and more dominated by AI images and visual clutter, the
ability to search for what you need (and the skill of checking proper usage rights
for images) is becoming a chore. Dive into the realm of photographic databases
and web archives with this workshop about art reference gathering -- and get
insight on how to use your reference as inspiration for your next artistic
masterpiece!
April 14: How to Spot Fake Clients and Job Opportunities -- Avoiding
Scams. As you begin posting your art online and displaying your portfolio on
social sites, be aware that college students and recent grads are prime targets
for commission scams. Even seasoned artists will get fake client inquiries, so
being able to spot these common signs is a skill that will be useful for years to
come. In this workshop, we will go over the tactics scammers use, as well as
examples of what to look for. Since these scams evolve, it is also useful to
know how to verify a client and cross-reference company mastheads
(especially when a job offer appears too good to be true).

Demuth Invitational highlights 5 with PCA&D ties
Five artists with Pennsylvania College of Art & Design ties are featured in the Demuth
Invitational, one of the region's most prestigious exhibitions. In Good Company: Demuth
Invitational, is on display at the Demuth Museum, 120 E. King St., Lancaster, through
June 15 and work highlighted includes that of Evan Kitson '10 (adjunct, Fine Art), Leah
Limpert Walt '18 (adjunct, Foundation, Illustration, & Center for Creative Exploration),
Assistant Dean Justin Phillips '01, Aaron M. Thompson (assistant professor, Fine Art

https://www.pheaa.org/funding-opportunities/grow-pa-scholarship-grant-program
mailto:vfrank@pcad.edu


& Foundation), and Christine Welch (PCA&D co-founder). Go here for more
information about the exhibition.  

Save the date now! All-School Picnic April 25
It's that time of year to look forward to the All-School Picnic to celebrate the end of the
year with the PCA&D community. All students, faculty, and staff are invited, so
please save the date! 

https://www.demuth.org/exhibitions/in-good-company


We'll be at Long's Park on Friday, April 25 from 2-5 pm with food, drinks, music, and
games. Folks are invited to bring guitars, frisbees, friends, and pups along. Rain location
will be in the Atrium. 
If you need to carpool or if you are able to offer carpool, please fill out this form so
we can get folks connected!

Poster by Beck Schilling '25, Illustration

PCA&D/ALT highlighted in industry publication
Protocol, a publication of the entertainment technology industry, has published a think
piece highlighting the collaboration between Pennsylvania College of Art & Design and
the Academy of Live Technology at Rock Lititz in its Spring issue. It is authored by Todd
Spencer, President of Ventana, a business consulting firm that specializes in serving
event, entertainment, and hospitality companies. The Shows Must Go On: Educating a
rising workforce focuses on the need of the live event industry to renew itself after the
pandemic, and the vital role that training and educational initiatives such as the
PCA&D/ALT collaboration provide. You can read the full Protocol piece here; it begins on
Page 8. 

Open now in Hayden Gallery: Touchstone show
The Touchstone Foundation Show is now in display in the Hayden Gallery, next to the
Atrium. The artwork is the product of a class run by Jason Ward for a coloring book to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of The Touchstone Foundation, an organization that
works to expand access to local youth mental health resources in Lancaster County. The
exhibition will be open on First Fridays through May, and when the room isn't in use for a
class or meeting.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/NHyXYbDFMaFMDtgv7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWUU-d9ZzWuexzzfRuzT4k48VUmtGp8GMEIW7xbcW-XS89Hw/viewform?usp=preview
https://protocol.esta.org/


Students whose work is represented in the exhibition are: Mary Auble '26, Illustration;
Alanna Botscharow '26, Illustration; Julia Burns '26, Illustration; Shontae Dashiell
'26, Illustration; Jossalyn Dolin '26, Illustration; Morgan Earley '26, Illustration; Madi
Edmiston '26, Illustration; Finn Jones '26, Illustration; Jamie Little '26, Illustration;
Gelian Mesa '25, Illustration; Ava Morgan '26, Illustration; Sophia Replogle '26,
Illustration; Logan Vedral '26, Illustration; Sierra Weidman '26, Illustration; and Julia
Wychryst '26, Illustration.



Student Affairs: Join our Community Circles
Come join a new Student Affairs community conversation series, Circles for Building
Community, from 3:30-4:30 pm Wednesdays in Room 309. Circles, one of the oldest
forms of group process, are by design inclusive, nonhierarchical, open, and co-
creative. They are used to facilitate community conversations about important subjects
and to help support healthy relationships within communities, among community
members. This series is facilitated by Student Success Advisor Dana Jain, who has
experience working with circles for community building. A different topic will be explored
each week, and invited guests will contribute their informed perspectives on the
subject. Everyone in the College community is welcome! Come every week or just for
the topics that interest you most. Tea and a light snack will be served. 

Here's the remaining schedule:

April 9: Feeling Good Matters with special guests from Student Affairs and Connect
Counseling
April 16: Money Matters with special guest Maria Provencher, Assistant Dean of
Career Development and Internships 
April 23: Community Matters with special guests to be announced

SuperHero Project Exhibition on 2nd floor 
The SuperHero Project Exhibition celebrates the collaboration between PCA&D student
interns and the SuperHero Project, a nonprofit dedicated to empowering children facing
serious illnesses and disabilities through custom artwork. As part of their internships,
students created Power Posters — bold, inspiring designs that reflect the unique
strengths and personalities of these young heroes. Through their creativity, they
transformed real stories into impactful visuals, bringing joy and confidence to children
and their families. Take a look at the 2nd-floor Gallery and honor their work and the
incredible mission behind this project!

Students whose work is on display include Endia Clark '26, AGA; Sandy Farrare '25,
AGA; Onix Guadalupe-Rivera '25, Illustration; Abby Howe '26, AGA; Connie
Saunders '26, AGA; Samantha Sidesinger '25, AGA; Aaron Vankirk '26, Illustration;
and Bryana Walker '26, Illustration. 

Study Lounges in the Learning Commons
Looking for a community to help you focus when you're studying? Check out our new
Study Lounges in the Learning Commons! These student-directed coworking study
sessions will be held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-9 pm and on Sundays
from 4-7 pm. 

Come work alongside your peers on projects and assignments for any subject,
especially Liberal Arts courses like Art History and Foundations of Verbal
Communications. You can stay as long as you like and leave when you are ready. You do
not have to stay for the entire session. 



One final Thursday night figure drawing session
Looking for creative community? Come join Thursday Night Figure Drawing, open to
students, faculty, staff, and alumni, from 6-9 pm in Room 404. Come work with a live
model and long poses that are good for drawing and painting! This week, April 10, is the
final session for the semester!



Returning? Remember your 5/1 FAFSA deadline
A message from Director of Financial Aid & Student Employment Vincent Frank: 

This is a friendly reminder that the deadline for Pennsylvania residents to apply for
Financial Aid for the 2025-26 school year is May 1. If you have not already done this,
please do so immediately at studentaid.gov.

This is especially urgent for Pennsylvania residents because the FAFSA must be
submitted by May 1 in order to be considered for the Pennsylvania State Grant. The PA
State Grant is worth up to $5,750, which is free money that does not need to be repaid.
If you complete the FAFSA *after* May 1, you will automatically be ineligible for the PA
State Grant for the entire 2025-26 academic year.

If you do not receive the PA State Grant as a result of missing the filing deadline, please
be aware that PCA&D will be unable to replace it with institutional grants.

Several states and U.S. territories (including Delaware, Ohio, West Virginia, Washington,
D.C., and Vermont) have reciprocity with Pennsylvania, meaning their state grants may
be used at Pennsylvania schools. If you reside in one of those locations, you will need to
check with your state's or territory's grant agency for deadlines and other details.

If you need assistance completing the FAFSA, or if you have any other questions or
concerns, please reach out to Frank at vfrank@pcad.edu, or Room 209.

1098-T Tuition Statement information
When you're completing your 2024 taxes, you'll need your 1098-T Tuition Statement. A
reminder that, if you provided electronic consent to the College by Jan. 1, 2025, you
have access to those forms via myPCAD.This is in partnership with the company ECSI. If
your electronic consent was not received by that date, the form will be mailed to the
current address on file. Please update your address with the Registrar's Office if an
address change is needed. If you have any questions, consult the email you received
last week from College Bursar Eliud Diaz, and visit here. You may also reach ECSI at
866-428-1098. 

http://studentaid.gov/
mailto:vfrank@pcad.edu
https://heartland.ecsi.net/index.main.html#/access/FAQtaxDocuments




Share this email:

How to access counseling with Uwill
Feeling a little extra stressed, or interested in finding a way to bring some professional
counseling into your life? PCA&D provides students FREE access to 24-7 counseling
through Uwill for a wide variety of topics, from short- and long-term support, to crisis
counseling, telehealth for common acute symptoms, and on-demand wellness
programming like meditation, mindfulness, nutrition, and yoga. 

To schedule teletherapy appointments:

Create a profile with Uwill 
Choose a therapist based on your preferences including availability, issue, gender,
language, and ethnicity. 
Choose a time that fits your schedule with day, night, and weekend availability.

If you need any assistance, you can refer to Uwill FAQ, Student User Guide, or reach
out directly to Uwill at support@uwill.com. More questions? Contact Student
Services, at studentlife@pcad.edu. 

Your web resource: The Student Portal
The College's Student Portal webpage provides links to some of the most-needed
information. You can find this link to the Student Portal at the very bottom right
corner of the homepage at PCAD.edu. 

There, you'll find official College dates, such as holidays; class times; research links;
links to academic support and counseling help; and much more. 

Pennsylvania College of Art & Design  
204 North Prince St. Lancaster, PA  17603   717.396.7833
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